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might have been different, I do not think this the most
objectionable act which he has committed. His informant,
who, he says, is an American gentleman traveling in Eu-
rope, told him that some of our representatives abroad are
denouncing the Administration, particularly the President,
and expressing views that are un-American and offensive.
To have taken no notice of such a communication, coming
from a person of position and character, would have been
reprehensible, yet such it is generally claimed by his
opponents would have been his proper course.

Senator Sumner, who has been conspicuous in this mat-
ter, is indignant that an obscure person, as he assumes this
informant to be, should have received a moment's atten-
tion when making statements affecting Minister Motley,
the historian. But if less notorious than Motley, he may be
as intelligent, patriotic, and worthy, and entitled to as
much consideration as the official who, in a foreign land,
slanders the Government. "A cat may look upon a king,"
and a patriotic American citizen can hear and disapprove
and make known the objectionable and offensive utter-
ances of one of his countrymen who is officially clothed and
recognized as a representative.

Mr. Motley denies a portion of the letters, and that part
of it, if Mr. M. is one of the offenders alluded to, consti-
tutes a question of veracity between the informant and the
Minister. As Mr. M. disavows the opinions, he should
have the privilege and right of relieving himself. If, how-
ever, he has been censorious or offensive, or careless in his
language and utterances, why should not the fact be com-
municated? He speaks of his right to express his opinions
within his own walls. Such would be the case undoubtedly
were he a private citizen; but a public man with stranger
guests, the representative of his Government at a foreign
Court, is not to be justified in defaming before a miscel-
laneous company the public authorities at home.

This subject has not been, perhaps, managed discreetly
and courteously, such as becomes the Secretary of State,